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Portable operating
system A portable

operating system (POS),
sometimes referred to as

a hand-held operating
system (HOS), is an

operating system that
runs on a special form

factor of computer
(mobile computing

platform). Such systems
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are distinguished from a
general-purpose

operating system that
runs on a desktop

computer or laptop,
since they are designed
to be easily carried by a
single person or to be
used in field operation.
This type of system is
usually designed for

specific platforms, using
hardware not found in a
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standard desktop
computer. Portable

operating systems are
designed for portability
from one platform to

another, thus the name
"hand-held". However,
some systems are not

truly portable, but run on
a subset of the general-

purpose operating
systems, such as iOS,
Android, or Windows

                             4 / 11



 

Mobile. The very first
POS platform was
developed for MP3

players called Archos,
released by Archos Inc.

in 2001. Portable
operating systems are
smaller, more suitable

for one-person use, and
more restricted than
desktop operating

systems. They allow for
the use of only a few
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accessories at one time,
being limited to a

screen, a user interface,
a keyboard, a mouse, a

microphone, headphones
or speakers, and network

connectivity. Most
portable operating

systems provide a user
interface that allows the

user to interact with
other devices connected
to it, such as a screen, a
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keyboard, and a wireless
or wired network

connection. A mouse or
an infrared remote

control (IRRC) can also
be used. However, some
systems, such as Casio's
Zaurus or the Playbook,

do not have a mouse
device, are not designed

to allow multi-touch
gestures, or are not
otherwise network-
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capable. The user
interface may consist of

an onscreen control
panel, software that

appears as a window or
on the desktop, or a
combination of both.

Early portable operating
systems for wireless or
cellular phones (such as
Cliq for Palm OS or the
vDOS variant of Pocket
PC) were very limited.
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The personal digital
assistant market, which
includes devices such as
the Apple iPod and the

Google Nexus One
phone, has had a large

impact on portable
operating systems and
operating systems in
general. PDA-based

devices allow for the use
of applications and

internet services that are
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designed to be used as
standalone or network-

centric applications.
Features At first,

portable operating
systems usually took
advantage of their

mobility and associated
small size by offering
simplified versions of

desktop operating
systems, e79caf774b
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